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breeds and are being associated with differences in production traits.
With further understanding of these products, it may be feasible and
desirable to transfer genes among groups of animals independently
of the rest of the genome. This would be facilitated by the existence
of genomic libraries. The screening of a genomic library might also
provide the basis for a decision to thaw and transfer embryos from a
specific population for further study as live animals.

RECOMMENDATIONS

With few exceptions, mostly in developed countries, little is known
about breeds that have become extinct. Similarly, for most endan-
gered stocks, no objective assessment has been made of their relative
merits or unusual qualities. In many cases there may not be time to
characterize endangered breeds before they disappear. Although loss

Scottish Highland cattle are very hardy and withstand long periods of cold,
wet weather. Credit: Cotswold Farm Park.